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Ascertained record of thè Green Turtle, 

Cheionici myclas (L., 1758) in thè Tyrrhenian Sea 

(Testudinata, Cheloniidae) 

Abstract - \ living < helonia mydas has been recenti) repoited frotn thè waten of N W. 
Sicily. Ivrrhenian Sea (Aspra, (iult of Palermo), Considering this rare event. thè .tuthors give 

a briel review of thè documcnled records of thè Green I'urtle along thè Southern Italian 

coasts. 

Keyword*: Chelonio mytlo.s. sea turtle. Ivrrhenian Sea. 

Riassunto - Accertata presenza di Cheionia multo (1 . 17AS) i Iestudinata. Cheloniidae) 

nel Mar Tirreno. 

Gli autori comunicano il rinvenimento di un individuo di C. mydas nelle acque del 

Golfo di Palermo (Mar Tirreno). l a presenza di questa specie in acque italiane viene discussa 

passando in rassegna le precedenti segnalazioni: fra queste alcune, considerate non attendibi¬ 

li. hanno prodotto ripetuti errori nella letteratura internazionale di riferimento. 

Parole chiave: Cheionio multi*, tartaruga. Mare Tirreno 

Cheionia mydas is thè most endangered sea turtle of thè Mediter- 

ranean Sea and it has occurred very rareh in European Nlediterranean wa- 

ters (Argano, 1992; Lescure. 1997). In particular. this species uas rarely ob- 

served in Italian seas: tvvo juveniles recorded by De Betta (1870) for thè 

Adriatic sea. namely in thè harbour of Ancona in 1830 and at Malamocco. 

Venice, in 18b4. Despott (1930) mentioned thè capture of two Green turtles 

in thè Maltese waters. 12. \. 1929. 

More recenti) Basso (1992) listed tour records: one specimen caught at 

Bari. VII.1986. two more individuai captured at Porto Cesareo. Lecce, on 

28. X. 1987 and 28. VII. 1990. and another one taken at Capo Rosocolmo. 

Messina, on 29. VI. 1990. 

The presence of C. mydas along thè Apulian coasts has been stressed 
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recently by Rositani et al. (1998). In thè collections of thè Museo di Ecolo¬ 

gia of Marano sul Panaro (Modena, Italv) there is a specimen found in 

Lampedusa in 1973 (379-AR ex B. Ruini collection). Lescure (1997) refers 

to a capture which occurred allegedly in Lampedusa in 1983. This report 

refers instead to thè specimen captured near Lampione in thè summer 1983 

reported by Gramentz (1989). Finally, a juvenile has been recently collected 

in thè waters of La Spezia gulf on 11. IX. 1997 and is preserved at thè 

Museo Civico di Storia Naturale «G. Doria», Genoa. (Doria, 1998). On 11 

May 1998 an individuai of this species was captured alive by a diver near 

thè coastline of Aspra (Gulf of Palermo) (Figs. 1 and 2). The turtle showed 

obvious abrasions to thè neck and to thè front flippers caused by a traminel 

Fig. 1 - The individuai of Chi-Ionia mydas captured bv a diver near thè coastline of Aspra 

(Gulf of Palermo. 11.V.1998). 

big. 2 - Detail of thè head of thè individuai. 
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net. After a week of cares in captivity it was released in thè sanie area 

where it was found. On 22 June. thè sanie turtle was taken by another diver 

near Bandita (approximately four miles S. W. of Aspra); this time, a piece of 

fishing-line was protruding from its cloaca. Subsequentlv an X-ray inspec- 

tion ascertained that thè turtle had ingested also a fish-hook. At thè end of 

July 1998. after thè naturai evacuation of thè foreign body, thè animai in 

good condition was marked and released in thè waters of thè Marine Re¬ 

serve of Ustica (Palermo). In Table 1 we give biometrie and meristic fea- 

tures of this individuai. 

Table 1 - Morphometric and meristic features of Cheionia mydas taken at 

Aspra (Palermo) (linear measurements are expressed in cm. weight in kilo- 

grams). 

dx sx 

lutai length 45 Lateral scute* 4 4 

C arapace length curve-line 37.8 Ventral scutes 6 6 

C arapace length straighl line 35 Marginai scutes 11 li 

C arapace width curve-line 36.4 Inframarginal scutes 4 4 

C arapace width straight-line 30.3 Postcentrai scutes 1 1 

Plastron length 31 Post-orbital scales 4 4 

Plastron width 2^.1 Pre-frontal scales 1 1 

Weight 1 capture 5.04 Central scutes 6 

Weight 2 capture 5.08 Prccentral scute prescnt 

1 tead length 7.09 Intcrgular scute present 

Head width 6.01 lnteranal scutc ahsent 

As regards thè recent records listed above, onl\ those from thè Adriatic 

and Porto Cesareo published by Basso (1992) and by Rositani et al. (1998) 

seem to be adequately documented, besides obvioush thè specimen from 

La Spezia. The captine reported l'or Capo Rosocolmo. Messina. b\ Basso 

(1992) cannot be accepted without some perplexities. since it does not ap- 

pear to be sufficienti) supported by evidence (thè animai was not kept or 

photographed before release; it was not measured or inspected by thè au- 

thor or other experts): thè information on its capture as published is uncon- 

vincing (how can an animai weighing 50 kilograms be collected by means of 

a hand-net or «coppo»?). Finally. we believe it useful to point out some mis- 

takes reported in thè literature on thè presente of C. mydas along thè Ital- 

ian coasts. Bruno has repeatedly published undocumented. therefore unreli- 

able. records in 1973. 1978 and 1986. He also reported to have counted 15 

sliells of Green Turtles in Sicily between 1967 and 1971. and 6 in Sardinia in 

1968. without giving further details on thè collecting sites or thè actual loca¬ 

tion of thè specimens. He wrote (Bruno. 1986. transl.) «personali) I have 

found shells of this species at thè home of some fishermen from Sardinia. 

Sicily. Tuscany. Apulia and Venetia».The data (Bruno. 1973. 1978. 1986) and 

thè map of thè figure 46 on page 72 in Bruno (1986) originated further mis- 

takes coneerning thè presente of thè Green Turtle in Italian waters in thè 

subsequent articles by di Palma (1978). Delaugerre (1987). UNEP 1UCN 

(1990). Groombridge (1982. 1994) and Iverson (1992). In conclusion. thè 
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Aspra record is very interesting since, as stated above. thè actual presence 

of living Green Turtles along Italian coasts is a remarkable event, rarelv 

ascertained and often controversial in thè scientific literature. 
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